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The Orchestra - the Symphonic Orchestra - is a marvelous instrument in the hands of great 
composers.  As an ensemble, the orchestra contains within it four distinct families of instruments, 
coming in dozens of varieties.  Each family serves up a whole range of individual instruments that 
cover each register of human hearing - from very high pitched (soprano) to very low (contrabass).   

To help us, as listeners, become accustomed to the constituent sounds of the orchestra, the Score 
Order Project introduces us to the different sections of the orchestra with individual pieces that 
highlight the characteristic sounds of each type of instrument.   

Therefore, the purpose of the Score Order Project is to help the student develop familiarity with the 
very sounds that make up the orchestra. This is accomplished through listening to elements of the 
orchestra each day, over the course of the rest of the school year.   

Yes, the "each day" part is important.  15 minutes a day will do it.  The new piece added each day 
will never be 15 minutes long.  So there will be time each day for review listening.  Review listening 
(listening to a piece more than once) is very important. Just think of how many times you have listened 
to certain music that you love; perhaps even hundreds of times.  So allow yourself to skip around and 
re-listen to different parts of the pieces in the playlist.  On Spotify you can quickly navigate between 
different parts of a piece and between different pieces on the playlist.  I suggest darting around and 
quizzing yourself about what instrument you are hearing.  While listening you can also read and reread 
the pdf that tells you about the instruments and the music you are hearing.  The reward that awaits 
you is a lifetime of being an educated listener!  So let's get to it...
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(coming in late May)
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